
USNS Progress Monitoring: Midyear

Universal Screeners for Number Sense: 
Midyear Progress Monitoring Tasks

This product is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License: 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/. 1



Kindergarten Interview: Midyear
Alternative/Parallel Prompts for Progress Monitoring

Kindergarten

Directions
Each original Midyear USNS prompt and scoring guidance is enclosed in the box. Below each boxed original 
prompt, you will find several options for alternative/parallel prompts which you can use for progress monitoring/
retesting in Forefront. Use the same directions and scoring criteria as found in the original prompt. You will 
also find accompanying visuals, if a visual is referenced in the original prompt. You may choose to note which 
alternative/parallel prompt you used in the “notes” section of each prompt in the retest in Forefront.

1. Verbal Counting
“Let me hear you start counting 
from ____, and I’ll tell you when to 
stop.” Allow student to count to 
at least 30. (If unsuccessful, see 
directions in original prompt.)

Start with numbers...
14, 13, 16, 15, 18, or 12

2. Numeral Reading
You can either use the 7 original 
cards for retesting #2 OR use the 
parallel set of 7 numbers below.

Note: If using the set below and if student 
stumbles on “9”, you may want to hand-
write that number to see how the student does, as that particular numeral appears differently in typed form.)
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(extra)



3. Counting, 

Cardinality
Put ___ counters 
in front of the 
student without 
them overlapping 
(and without 
them arranged in 
rows or groups). 
Follow directions 
in the original 
prompt.

Use 11, 10 or 12 (original quantity) counters.

Kindergarten
USNS Progress Monitoring: Midyear

4. Addition and Subtraction

Start with...7 counters, 8 counters, or 6 counters (original quality).

Follow directions in the original prompt.

“Now I am putting 2 more counters under here with the other ____.  How many are under 
here now?” (Note: do not use the word “add”!)
If student is not successful, see directions in the original prompt.
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5. Addition and Subtraction
Use same starting number of 
counters used in prompt #4. 
If you did not retest prompt 
#4, you can start with 
either 7, 8, or 6 counters.

(Note: do not use the word 
“subtract”!) If student is not 
successful, see directions in 
the original prompt.
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6. Addition and Subtraction
Use a card from 
below, which show:
•	 2 + 4
•	 3 + 3
•	 1 + 6
•	 5 + 2
•	 3 + 2
•	 3 + 4

Kindergarten
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First Grade Interview: Midyear
Alternative/Parallel Prompts for Progress Monitoring

Directions
Each original Midyear USNS prompt and scoring guidance is enclosed in the box. Below each boxed original 
prompt, you will find several options for alternative/parallel prompts which you can use for progress monitoring/
retesting in Forefront. Use the same directions and scoring criteria as found in the original prompt. You will 
also find accompanying visuals, if a visual is referenced in the original prompt. You may choose to note which 
alternative/parallel prompt you used in the “notes” section of each prompt in the retest in Forefront.

1. Number Word Sequences
“Start counting at ___ and I will tell 
you when to stop.”  (Stop at 105.)

Start with numbers...
94, 97, 93, 99, 92, 95 

Note: If student is not successful, 
use original back-up prompts (start 
at 66, and then start at 12).

2. Number Word Sequences
“...Start counting 
back from ____, 
and I will tell you 
when to stop.”  
(Stop at 8.)

Start with 
numbers...
19, 17, 16, 18 

If student is not successful, use original back-up prompt: start at 12.

Note: This task is targeting counting back through the teen numbers, so there are a limited 
number of options. It is okay to reuse numbers during progress monitoring.
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3. Numeral Identification
You can either 
use the 6 
original cards 
for retesting 
#3 or use the 
parallel set 
of 6 numbers 
below. 

Note: This 
is merely a 
sample of 
numbers under 
100. It is okay to choose numbers at random for sampling this, and to include more than 6 
numerals in the assessment, in order to gather more reliable information. The goal is to be 
confident that the student is able to accurately and fluently identify any number under 100 - 
that is what defines a level 3 response.

Note: If using the set below and if student stumbles on “9” or numbers with “4”, you may 
want to hand-write those numbers to see how the student does, as those particular 
numerals appear differently in typed form.)



USNS Progress Monitoring: Midyear

First Grade
USNS Progress Monitoring: Midyear

7

4. Problem Solving: 

Addition and 

Subtraction
Be sure to use exact 
same script as in original 
(note: do not use the 
word “add”!), but use 
one of the variations of 
quantities below.

•	 Start with 7 counters ―› 4 more
•	 Start with 9 counters ―› 5 more
•	 Start with 9 counters ―› 4 more
•	 Start with 6 counters ―› 5 more
•	 Start with 8 counters ―› 5 more
•	 Start with 7 counters ―› 5 more

5. Foundations of Place 

Value
Use exact same script as in 
original prompt, but choose 
a variation of stick quantities 
below (and make sure you are 
offering students more bundles 
than they would need, but not 
enough individual sticks to build 
the entire multiple of ten).

“Please give me...”
•	 20 of the sticks.” (If successful, then put 10 and 7 more with the 20.)
•	 40 of the sticks.” (If successful, then put 10 and 5 more with the 40.)
•	 30 of the sticks.” (If successful, then put 10 and 6 more with the 30.)
•	 50 of the sticks.” (If successful, then put 10 and 3 more with the 50.)
•	 40 of the sticks.” (If successful, then put 10 and 6 more with the 40.)
•	 20 of the sticks.” (If successful, then put 10 and 8 more with the 20.)



USNS Progress Monitoring: Midyear

Second Grade
USNS Progress Monitoring: Midyear

8

Second Grade Interview: Midyear
Alternative/Parallel Prompts for Progress Monitoring

Directions
Each original Midyear USNS prompt and scoring guidance is enclosed in the box. Below each boxed original 
prompt, you will find several options for alternative/parallel prompts which you can use for progress monitoring/
retesting in Forefront. Use the same directions and scoring criteria as found in the original prompt. You will 
also find accompanying visuals, if a visual is referenced in the original prompt. You may choose to note which 
alternative/parallel prompt you used in the “notes” section of each prompt in the retest in Forefront.

1. Number Word Sequences
“Start counting at ___ and I will 
tell you when to stop.” 

Start with numbers...
•	 196 (stop student at 203)
•	 297 (stop student at 302)
•	 397 (stop student at 403)
•	 193 (stop student at 203)
•	 294 (stop student at 303)
•	 398 (stop student at 402)

Note: If student is not successful, use original back-up prompt (start at 97).

2. Numeral Identification
“Read these numbers.” 
(Use a set of 3 numbers from the next 
page.)

Note: The intention of this task is to 
quickly sample students’ ability to 
read numbers between 101 and 999. 
For progress monitoring, the teacher 
may choose numbers at random, and 
may sample more than 3 numbers in 
order to gather enough evidence to be 
confident. A level 3 response should be used to indicate reasonable confidence that students 
are able to read any number between 1 and 999.
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3. Mental Subtraction
“Read this card.”  (Correct 
student if they didn’t read 
it correctly.)  “Solve this 
problem.”
•	 72 - 3
•	 71 - 2
•	 52 - 4
•	 81 - 3
•	 91 - 3
•	 61 - 3
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4. Contextualized Addition
Important: Be sure to follow the 
exact script to the right (as there 
are many parts to it, and they 
should be done in order for scores 
to be valid). 

See note in rubric to score 
response as “1” (and move onto 
Question #5) if student persists in 
counting the teen number of dots 
by ones (recounting the strip of 
ten), after you remind them it was 
a strip of ten.
•	 strip of ten ―› 5 dots ―› 

cover ―› 4 more strips of ten
•	 strip of ten ―› 7 dots ―› cover ―› 3 more strips of ten
•	 strip of ten ―› 4 dots ―› cover ―› 4 more strips of ten
•	 strip of ten ―› 5 dots ―› cover ―› 5 more strips of ten
•	 strip of ten ―› 4 dots ―› cover ―› 4 more strips of ten
•	 strip of ten ―› 8 dots ―› cover ―› 5 more strips of ten
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5. Comparison
Use the same script 
in original prompt, 
adjusting lengths to 
the variation below 
that you’re using.
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Third Grade Interview: Midyear
Alternative/Parallel Prompts for Progress Monitoring

Directions
Each original Midyear USNS prompt and scoring guidance is enclosed in the box. Below each boxed original 
prompt, you will find several options for alternative/parallel prompts which you can use for progress monitoring/
retesting in Forefront. Use the same directions and scoring criteria as found in the original prompt. You will 
also find accompanying visuals, if a visual is referenced in the original prompt. You may choose to note which 
alternative/parallel prompt you used in the “notes” section of each prompt in the retest in Forefront.

1. Number Word Sequence/Place Value
Note: Do not show 
the student the 
written form of the 
starting number 
— instead, just 
verbally state the 
starting number, 
ex: “Start at the 
number four 
hundred five…”)

“...Start at the number____ and count backward.  I will tell you when to stop.” 

Start with numbers...
•	 405 (stop student at 396)
•	 503 (stop student at 496)
•	 304 (stop student at 296)
•	 403 (stop student at 396)
•	 605 (stop student at 596)
•	 307 (stop student at 296)

Note: If student is not successful after second attempt, use original back-up prompt (“Count 
forward starting at 98,” stopping student at 112).
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2. Represent 

Multiplication
“Read this.” (Show student 
one of the variations 
below.  Correct the 
student if they misread.)  
“How could you use these 
(counters) to show ______?”  

Note: Be sure to have more 
counters available than are 
needed.
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3. Subtraction with Addition Scaffold
Note: Follow script 
carefully.  Note that 
students should not be 
given a writing utensil to 
solve this problem.
•	 300 - 297 (if 

unsuccessful, present 
student with 297 + 3)

•	 200 - 195 (if 
unsuccessful, present 
student with 195 + 5)

•	 400 - 398 (if unsuccessful, present student with 398 + 2) 
•	 200 - 197 (if unsuccessful, present student with 197 + 3)
•	 300 - 298 (if unsuccessful, present student with 298 + 2)
•	 400 - 396 (if unsuccessful, present student with 396 + 4)
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4. Addition 

with Scaffold
Note: Follow 
script carefully.  
Note that 
students should 
not be given a 
writing utensil 
to solve this 
problem.

•	 399 + 103 (if unsuccessful, present student with 399 + 3)
•	 199 + 102 (if unsuccessful, present student with 199 + 2)
•	 298 + 104 (if unsuccessful, present student with 298 + 4)
•	 198 + 105 (if unsuccessful, present student with 198 + 5)
•	 397 + 104 (if unsuccessful, present student with 397 + 4)
•	 299 + 103 (if unsuccessful, present student with 299 + 3)
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Fourth Grade Interview: Midyear
Alternative/Parallel Prompts for Progress Monitoring

Directions
Each original Midyear USNS prompt and scoring guidance is enclosed in the box. Below each boxed original 
prompt, you will find several options for alternative/parallel prompts which you can use for progress monitoring/
retesting in Forefront. Use the same directions and scoring criteria as found in the original prompt. You will 
also find accompanying visuals, if a visual is referenced in the original prompt. You may choose to note which 
alternative/parallel prompt you used in the “notes” section of each prompt in the retest in Forefront.

1. Multiplication

•	 Show card for 30x3 = 90, ask if that could be used to solve 29x3.
•	 Show card for 60x2 = 120, ask if that could be used to solve 59x2.
•	 Show card for 40x4 = 160, ask if that could be used to solve 39x4.
•	 Show card for 20x7 = 140, ask if that could be used to solve 19x7.
•	 Show card for 50x3 = 150, ask if that could be used to solve 49x3.
•	 Show card for 30x4 = 120, ask if that could be used to solve 29x4.
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2. Place Value/Subtraction

•	 3,000-10 (if student is unsuccessful, present student with 3,000-1)
•	 1,000-10 (if student is unsuccessful, present student with 1,000-1)
•	 5,000-10 (if student is unsuccessful, present student with 5,000-1)
•	 4,000-10 (if student is unsuccessful, present student with 4,000-1)
•	 8,000-10 (if student is unsuccessful, present student with 8,000-1)
•	 7,000-10 (if student is unsuccessful, present student with 7,000-1)
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3. Division/Place Value
•	 “Here is an array with 

280 squares…
•	 “Here is an array with 

270 squares…
•	 “Here is an array with 

230 squares...
•	 “Here is an array with 

190 squares…
•	 “Here is an array with 

170 squares…
•	 “Here is an array with 

260 squares…
… It has 10 rows.  How many squares are in each row?”  (See original prompt for additional 
prompts/supports for students.)
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Fifth Grade Interview: Midyear
Alternative/Parallel Prompts for Progress Monitoring

Directions
Each original Midyear USNS prompt and scoring guidance is enclosed in the box. Below each boxed original 
prompt, you will find several options for alternative/parallel prompts which you can use for progress monitoring/
retesting in Forefront. Use the same directions and scoring criteria as found in the original prompt. You will 
also find accompanying visuals, if a visual is referenced in the original prompt. You may choose to note which 
alternative/parallel prompt you used in the “notes” section of each prompt in the retest in Forefront.

1. Numeral ID
“Read these numbers.”  (Use a 
set of 4)
•	 4 2/3; 104,056; 50.6; 0.185 

(answers: four and two 
thirds, one hundred 
four thousand fifty-six, 
fifty and six tenths, one 
hundred eighty-five 
thousandths)

•	 2 1/3; 210,005; 200.02; 
0.005 (answers: two and 
one third, two hundred 
ten thousand five, two hundred and two hundredths, five thousandths)

•	 3 2/7; 149,006; 100.5; 0.042 (answers: three and two sevenths, one hundred forty-
nine thousand six, one hundred and five tenths, forty-two thousandths)

•	 1 3/4; 275,040; 1.04; 0.558 (answers: one and three-fourths, two hundred seventy-five 
thousand forty, one and four hundredths, five hundred fifty-eight thousandths)

•	 5 7/8; 308,700; 100.9; 0.634 (answers: five and seven eighths, three hundred eight 
thousand seven hundred, one hundred and nine tenths, six hundred thirty-four 
thousandths)

•	 6 9/10; 100,002; 300.03; 0.071 (answers: six and nine tenths, one hundred thousand 
two, three hundred and three hundredths, seventy-one thousandths)

Note: If student reads decimal as (for example) if it were money (ex: “one dollar and four 
cents”) or “one hundred point zero one” or “zero point two hundred thirteen”, ask them if 
they have another mathematical way to read it.
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2. Fractions
Note: NO paper 
or writing 
utensils.

“Read this card.”  
(If student 
doesn’t read the 
card accurately, correct them.)  “How much is…”  (See original prompt re: how to respond if 
student is incorrect or if it’s not obvious how the student solved it.)
•	 1 - 3/8
•	 5 - 1/3
•	 3 - 1/5
•	 2 - 3/4
•	 4 - 1/3
•	 3 - 1/4
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3. Subtraction/

Place Value
Note: NO paper or 
writing utensils.

“Read this card.”  
(If student 
doesn’t read the 
card accurately, 
correct them.)  “How much is that?”  (See original prompt re: how to respond if student is 
unsuccessful.)
•	 9 - 0.2 (read as “nine minus two tenths”)
•	 5 - 0.3 (read as “five minus three tenths”) 
•	 8 - 0.9 (read as “eight minus nine tenths”)
•	 6 - 0.1 (read as “six minus one tenth”)
•	 3 - 0.4 (read as “three minus four tenths”)
•	 7 - 0.5 (read as “seven minus five tenths”)
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4. Subtraction/Place 

Value
Note: NO paper or writing 
utensils.

“Read this card for me.”  
(If student doesn’t read 
the card accurately, 
correct them.)  “Solve 
the problem.”  (If student answers incorrectly, ask “How did you solve that?  Explain your 
thinking.”)
•	 5,000 - 10
•	 8,000 - 10
•	 3,000 - 10
•	 4,000 - 10
•	 6,000 - 10
•	 2,000 - 10
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4. Fraction Bar 

Comparison
“There are two roads 
represented by the bars 
below.  The top bar shows 
a road that is _____ mile(s) 
long.  The bottom bar 
shows a road that is ____ 
mile(s) long.  How much 
longer is the bottom road 
than the top?”


