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● This session is being recorded and will be sent out to 

everyone who registered, along with the slide deck.

● Participate in the presentation through chat. Chat 

sessions are recorded.

● Questions? Use the Q&A tool. 

For Today’s Presentation



Forefront Overview

● An assessment data solution that 

puts classroom assessments at the 

center of school and district work.

● Supports over 1,000 schools 

across 30 U.S. states and 6 

countries to collect and analyze 

learning data for 190,000 

students.



Agenda

● Dibels Measures

● Progress Monitoring Best Practices

● Dibels Data in Forefront

● Reporting

● Next Steps

● Questions



Context and Learning Outcomes
Forefront is not affiliated with, endorsed by, or sponsored by the University 
of Oregon or any of its programs, including DIBELS. Approximately a 
quarter of our current clients use DIBELS 8 assessments. In this 
presentation, we will explore how Forefront can be used to analyze student 
progress, set goals, and inform tailored strategies based on DIBELS data.

Learning Outcomes:
● Understand how DIBELS 8 assessments support identifying and 

tracking student progress
● Use Forefront’s reporting suite to analyze data, set goals, and guide 

instruction
● Discover actionable next steps for using DIBELS data to enhance 

instructional strategies and support ongoing student development



Dibels Measures

Measure
Letter Naming 
Fluency (LNF)

Phonemic 
Segmentation 
Fluency (PSF)

Nonsense Word 
Fluency (NWF)

Word Reading 
Fluency (WRF)

Oral Reading 
Fluency (ORF)

Maze

Grade BOY K to EOY 1st BOY K to EOY 1st
BOY K to EOY 3rd 

Grade
BOY K- EOY 3rd Grade

BOY 1st- EOY 8th 

Grade
BOY 2nd- EOY 8th 

Grade

Overview

Students name as 
many uppercase and 
lowercase letters as 

possible in one minute.

Students segment two- 

to six phoneme spoken 

words into individual 

phonemes.

Students decode and 

read nonsense words 

within one minute.

Students accurately 
and fluently read 

“sight” words out of 
context.

Students read a 
passage aloud for one 
minute, measured by 
accuracy and fluency.

Students select the 
correct word for 

missing words in a 
passage to assess 
comprehension.

Example LNF List

If I say “cat” you would 

say /c/ /a/ /t/

PSF Scoring Sheet

Hap-
 I can say the sounds of 
the letters /h/ /a/ /p/ or 

I can read the whole 
word ‘hap’
NWF List

WRF List ORF Passage Maze Passage

DIBELS 8 Testing Materials

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ykjHtxUpvLrEoQuXEFgONuZ4XMKDKqVk/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HvdhjH3kSDKmY2A1CPWzkYoow9ro4Dne/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PCFaU0y94PjtKVV10i627x3rtFOvbuGX/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12Ed5or82bN6-F0yJGquZs8EY1aQ2Cue_/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PBmuntw6MMhSynwk7p3458NWtZ5xyaKa/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14Rf9Vkk6jVJENZ0RGbTYuPpw6EU_dyZ2/view?usp=sharing
https://dibels.uoregon.edu/materials/dibels


Dibels Measures

Literacy Skill LNF PSF NWF WRF ORF Maze

Phonemic 
Awareness

X

Alphabetic 
Principle 
(Phonics)

X X X

Accuracy and 
fluency with text

X X X

Vocabulary

Comprehension X X



● Connects sounds (phonemes) 
with letters and patterns used 
to symbolize them

● Involves learning to read 
printed alphabetic symbols

Dibels Measures

Phonics

● Awareness of the individual 
speech sounds (consonants and 
vowels) in spoken syllables

● Ability to consciously 
manipulate those sounds

● Does not involve print

Phonemic Awareness

● The conscious awareness of all 
levels of the speech sound 
system

● The ability to identify, count, 
and manipulate parts of words, 
including syllables, onsets and 
rimes, and phonemes

Phonological Awareness



DIBELS 8 Measures



Progress Monitoring

Our definition:

Progress monitoring is the ongoing, frequent collection and use of formal data in 
order to
 
(1) assess students’ performance, 
(2) quantify a student's rate of improvement or responsiveness to instruction or 
intervention, and 
(3) evaluate the effectiveness of instruction and intervention using valid and reliable 
measures.



DIBELS 8 Three Principal Uses:

● Screening: to identify students who may be at risk of reading difficulties

● Progress Monitoring: to track students' reading progress through special 
intervention programs and progress monitoring

● Benchmarking: to set minimum performance levels for all students to be 
considered on track to becoming readers through benchmark goals and 
timelines

It was also designed as a means to evaluate the effectiveness of intervention for 
students receiving support



Dibels Progress Monitoring 
Guidelines

Dibels 8 Admin Scoring Guide

https://drive.google.com/file/d/17YfvNjVmqjWeWtRqLxx-FLAEHpxWLwBN/view?usp=drive_link


Dibels Progress Monitoring 
Guidelines

In general, the more foundational the skill and the more intensive 
the intervention, the more frequent progress monitoring should be. 

Dibels 8 Admin Scoring Guide

https://drive.google.com/file/d/17YfvNjVmqjWeWtRqLxx-FLAEHpxWLwBN/view?usp=drive_link


Dibels Progress Monitoring 
Recommended Guidelines

Letter Naming Fluency should never be used for progress monitoring

Nonsense Word Fluency and Oral Reading Fluency are the strongest 
measures for capturing change over time

Infrequent progress monitoring for Mase is recommended (no more than 1-2 
times between benchmark occasions) 

If a student’s data points fall below the aimline for four consecutive 
measures, it’s an indicator that the intervention may need to change or that 
off-grade level monitoring is needed

Dibels 8 Admin Scoring Guide

https://drive.google.com/file/d/17YfvNjVmqjWeWtRqLxx-FLAEHpxWLwBN/view?usp=drive_link


Dibels Data in Forefront

https://app.forefront.education/app/organizations/1/districts/34760/school/1/class/6528/curricula/769/gradebook/programs/DIBELS%25208/parts/Second%2520Grade/assessments/33257/curriculum-assessment/4688/spreadsheet


Dibels Data in Forefront: Data Table

https://app.forefront.education/app/organizations/1/districts/34760/reports-v2/reports/s-to-v/28063


Dibels Data in Forefront: Sankey Report
BOY to MOY Growth: Maze

https://app.forefront.education/app/organizations/1/districts/34760/reports-v2/reports/s-to-v/28062


Dibels Data in Forefront: Sankey Report
Multiple Programs

https://app.forefront.education/app/organizations/1/districts/34760/reports-v2/reports/s-to-v/28064


Dibels Next Steps Documents

Next Steps Help Doc

https://forefront.education/support/usns-next-steps-documents/


Visible Learning: Influences on Student Achievement

John Hattie 2011 Visible Learning

https://visible-learning.org/hattie-ranking-influences-effect-sizes-learning-achievement/


Visible Learning: Influences on Student Achievement
The Brain Responds to Remediation

Several studies have now shown that students’ brain activation patterns can be 
“normalized” if remediation for word-level reading impairments is early, 
intensive, and effectively designed. (Blachman et. al., 2004; Simos et. al., 2007)



Next Steps



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UeG7H4E830ZI0HzpHZID6TZXAjA9EDlmWBXl_ga39a4/edit?usp=sharing


Next Steps

Dibels Benchmark Goals

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1miUBO7qZHCYRs4v2vulhha4N0ezMBTcT/view?usp=drive_link


Progress Monitoring in Forefront

Progress Monitor with Forefront Help Doc

https://app.forefront.education/app/organizations/1/districts/34760/school/1/class/6528/curricula/769/gradebook/programs/DIBELS%25208/parts/Second%2520Grade/assessments/33256/curriculum-assessment/4689/spreadsheet
https://forefront.education/support/how-to-progress-monitor-with-forefront/


Next Steps?

Interested in adopting Forefront for your district? 

Find out more at forefront.education

Interested in enabling spreadsheets for progress 

monitoring?

Schedule a meeting with your Account Manager

http://forefront.education


Questions?


